
Wonalance,t. Chapel, July 4, 1993 
-The Rev. s. Lester Ralph

Opening sentences: 
We gather here guiet:.ly·assembled, 

,, Bringing our public faces, · 
• · · . Bringing our personal secrets,

·Bringing our shared humanity •

. We gather here gently assembl.ed ,· · 
Seeking deeper .understanding, 

·, Seeki.-ng .the nourishment of our spirits,
Seeking the grace of our being together. 

We gather here angrily assembled, 
Knowing the ills o.f. society's oppression, 

, .

Knowing the personal failures of courage and action 
Knowing we.can act justly, and.knowing we can change 

our world. 

we . gather here ama.z.ingly assembled, . · 
.. Giving thanks for one ·another, 
Praising the gift of Life, 
And remembering our responsibi.lity to serve all 

humanity. 

. *****·*****. 

Paraphrase of Cor:inthians · 13: 

1 

I-f .I. speak with ·the: precision of a- scholar and acquire:.the
subdued elegance-of a television announcer, and have-not love for 
all men, .I am. -but the staccato noise of a riveting machine or-the. 
irritation of a dripping faucet. And .-if. I have -the trai-ning of· a: 
news analyst to predict what will happen tomorrow and understand 
the Einstein theory and can identify-questions, and if I have 
faith, so as to change the opinions of my neighbors (which in 
many ways is more difficult than removing mountairts), and have 
not a warm love for people in my heart, I am as interesting as 
last week's-headlines. If .I give all my money-to the United Fund 
drive ·_and· if •.I .push my body to - the edge of a .nervous breakdown, 
but have not awareness of .God's creative love, I gain nothing. 

Love is willing to wait a long time and always searches for 
evidence of goodness in people; it does not push.its way through 
crowds or break into line. at supermarkets •. Love does-not care 
about recognition.on committees, it is not·distressed, by careless 
words, nor is it depressed when a ·fellow worker is successful; · 
love does not rejoice when misfortune comes to a competitor but 
rejoices in right, no matter who gets the credit. Love. is 
eternally present as the atom. As for predictions of presidential 
elections;. they will melt away.· ·As ,for ,the ,intricacy of language, 
the United Nations. will surmo·unt· that.-. As for the latest 
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classroom theories, they will vanish- lik·e the early morning 
mists. Love shows us how ,little -we really know. When I was 
growing up, I was eager to learn and soon felt that I knew all 
the answers, but when I became fullgrown, I blushed with .the . 
realization of how little I truly .-knew .. For now we se.e · as through 
a distorted television screen, but-,then . person to person. What a 
small fragment I know about the -world! But there will come a time 
when the love of God will show me the world reflected in the 
souls of the people. so, nuclear mysteries, 1993 models of 
everything; and love are woven into· the fabric of ·life., but -the 
greatest of these is the creative love of 'God • 

. . Robert.. N. - zearf oss 
" . ':• ... ,. -· 

******** 

Prayer for the Departed (Ellen Havelock) -
1 • 

O ·God, the God o.f the spirits of all flesh, in ✓.whose embrace 
all creatures live, in whatsoever world or condition they be; we 
beseech Thee for her whose name and dwelling place and every need 
Thou knowest. Lord, vouchsafe her light, and rest, peace and­
refreshment, joy and consolation in paradis·e. Grant that her life 
may unfold itself in Thy sight. If she hath ever been hurt or 
maimed by any unhappy ·word or deed of- ours, we pray Thee of Thy 
great pity to heal and restore her that she may serve Thee 
without hindrance. If there be ways in which she may come, 
vouchsafe her to us as a guide and -guard and grant us such a 
sense of her nearness in such degree as Thy laws permit. If in 
aught we can minister to her peace, be pleased , in Thy love to -let 
this be • 

. -Pardon, -o • gracious Lord and . Father-, whatsoever . is -amiss in 
this our prayer, and let Thy · will be done, for Thou art able to 
do .exceedingly abundantly above. all that we ask or think; through 
the same .Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

• l ******** 
.. _ .. ... , . ·' 

sermon 

· ·: ~(Today I . am ge,ing .to speak about the Fourth of July, but it 
will take. a li.ttle time for me to get to that. Please bear with 
me until we reach the connections I hope to make at the end.-) 

- .. We live- in an ·age where everything. is coming out of the 
closet. Actions which have destroyed or distorted countless lives 
are ,now .. being talked about and dealt with: child abuse, age ' 
abuse, wi-f e abuse, sex abuse, race abuse. It is· essential that 
these scourges be · eradica-ted f ·rom human relations--but I am not 
going to dwell on that aspect this morning. · ' · -

. . ·Rather, my · focus is . on how this, as .all other worthy. 
endeavors, can itself be .distorted. - I have recently been .reading 



a book en'bi.tled • Nation of. Victims·: The Decay ofi • the American 
Character,· by· Charles· ·J . ·Sykes·. · :Let me give you, some examples · 
from .. ·.the .. book. , . " · :. • , . · . . 
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1·. - An : FBI'. agent embezzles:~$2000 ·.and: loses it in gambling. He 
is fired r • but later reinstated .by i.the • court . '.t'he argument fo·r 
this is that his a-ffinity -for gambling· with other people's ·money 
is a . handicap · and ,protected under . fed·eral · law . · , · · · 

.2. -A :man. admitted to exposing .himsel,f · ·10,ooo-2oi·000 ·times . 
Turned down for · a job as·· an· attendant at . a park in Wisconsin, · he­
sued ;1 contending. he only did -this iri laundromats and libraries, 
never in parks ;. and was therefore :a victim of · job discrimination. 

- ... ' .. J , •. In ··Chicago,- a civil•· rights c·ompl·aint was brought .against 
McDonal d's:· a -man with .a 60--inch .waist complained that the seats 
were -not -large enough -f.or his backside. 

4 . In Baltimore1 .a 640- lb. contractor wants to be classif..ied 
as,. a minority group builder:-,-::,-:he can·.1 t vis-it construction sites; , 
he ·f al-l ·s . through wooden ·stai-rs . .. . 

Closer to home is . the· case involving -Pamela• Smart·. The 
teenagers accused in connection with the killing -of her ·husband · 
are bringing suit, arguing that if school officials had been 
doing their job properly, they would have realized that-•: the young 
men were involved in 'inappropriate ·activity. 

• ·During the .time when .-.T •.was .mayor of ·somerville, I had .what I 
considered, to be the hon·or of appointing the f .irst black· man to 
the police ·,f:orce~ . It was·· a disaster: we ·were unable then · to .cheek 
peop1e·1,s backgrounds) :and I was ·J.ater . forced· to dismiss the man 
for • f iring·:at . :the cars 0f -speeding -teenagers and -shooting out 
lig:hts -at will . ·He brought. suit , alleging raeial discrimination , · 
and ·wa's eventually. .,reinstated. • 

What we see is -misbehavior being :redefined as disease-. , .--· ·,. 
According to , a · recent -survey,' 2-0% of , Am~ricans, reported a 
psychiatric .disorder;· 50% are obese or afflicted with, an '. eati ng -. : . 
disorder; .20 million are alcoholics '(and , adding in family ... 
members and co-dependents, thi•s -·means ·,that 80 million-, .or · one- . 
third of the;,population· :are affected.):; 25 mil·lion · said they : were 
addi cted to sex;., 20 ·mill-ion said they ·were compulsive ·gamblers;, · 
and ;50 · million were •, suff e:ring , .fr·om depression or -anxiety.'. The 
impulse to flee from personal responsibility and blame •'others ·is · 
beconiing dee-ply- imbedded in American culture. 

Hemingway said that. life ·eventually ·breaks . u.s all,• but that 
some '.. have the · strength , to . become -strong :in · .the broken places. My 
life experience teaches me that · if . you · show me a .. pr'oductfve·~ · ' 
creative,, growing '. person; ' I will show ,·you someone struggling 
monumentally to overcome ·some real or f .e.lt inadequacy--something 
inside · that feels broken. ' ·· .., 

-• Let me-.tell ---you two stories of victims. to -suggest 
alternative .. paths to excusing .ourselves from moral ·,responsibility 
for who .we' -are : ,:. ·. 

· Last· week ,r visited the -Holocaust Museum in •washing-ton / 

---- -------- - - -- ----- ----- - - - ·- ----
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D. c. -~a .deeply-m,oying) . Ji,f e-:qhanging :.eyeJ:lt f9~ .:anyone .who iELable. 
to go .- ther.e •. O:ne in.te:rview., by .an: ag-ing wo,man ·who·.rsurv-iv:ed ., .. · ,: . 
Auschwitz, told of being transported by train to the :-c.amp .. wi\th . 
her .mot.her; her s,1:_ster-,.. and.,cher sister's.-,new.- baby·.~ When -~they 
arrived, · a :·-J~w-i:sh prisoner,...slave \got ,.on :t;he train •-.to ;mave .<}'· : ' ., 

everyone oqt._-,When.he- saw :the ·baby..,, .. he- .whispered-. verv softly. to . \ 
the mother of the two . daughters, .'.'Pr.egnan:t women \and- thos.e ,wtth 
young. Ghildren are kille,d immediately.,, C,o.ming :.o.ff: ,the . train, the 
mother,. gr.a.bbed, the :tiaugbter's -baby.;1 ,say.ing, !'l·'m at.raid .,.t .0. b,e;1. :, · :­
alone .• , t .~t-.. me .;t;:a.ke nim._.'!· .'~he two ·daugb.t.er~ :were, directed ,to, one ,_ .· 
line .,;for -,the -, labor , camp; __ ·tbe •,.mother .. and .. grandson ,,to .an<:>ther 1.ine .. 
movi,ng . towa;rd., the ,gas cha:m,ber.s. .cAs,. they ,mov.ed,; fa~ther;. and farther 
apart, the mother kept ... e.a-11:i:ng ,- to. her other .. . daughter; '10.lg.a h .take. 
care of your sister. Olga, t ,ake .. care of·, y-our if;lister.". Here was, _a .• 
viotim .who c;:hos.e to give, herse1f-.... n~t -to , blame,. -bid~,·· or. 
rational,ize-:-a ... mora-1 human ,-be±ag,, , simply:, trying: to. ,.save .wha.t~ she .. 
could, at the cost of her own life •. -.Does it. ,not ._ gi'V:e · us. ·ca~s.e ,.t(;) ., 
reflect on .our , feeQl.e,:resolYe ··to .offer., ourse:1ves .in the service 
of .the deepest valu~s? .,:' . ·•; ... .:,-_ :i._, \. . ··•:,: .· •·.· · 

j ';,• •. } , ;,,-:: ~ •~ :~;· ; .,j .I.;'_'.,,, • t .. . J ;• ••, :.~ :..•,.;,:~.~~ • ;,• ~::• . {~ i . !~. L ~ t :•j . _. :•.~ 

:.Another stor.y: .. L ··.· i .: •. , ..• ; :;,,•, ;,; . .. :.;i'.: · ;-_, , .•. ,, .( .. ,:·, ,., 1-;,, .• ,. 
Henry ( not Henry -5tee,1,e) 1 ivec:t. ·.Jn ·a li ttl:e colonial house · in·. 

Virginia .• : .. LatE! :,one .evening;-. frie.nds ,c.ame ,,to .visit • . They•r.sat <in 
the candlelit . parlo.r., .quietly_ talking, . wa.tchin_g ... the: flickering,: ,, .; 
snadows .... on .. the .. walls. •.:Dur.ing- a .lull .in. the . c.onversa,tion,-. there ,· :; 
was., suddenly .a. scratching. ~nois.e, iat . first1• faint,; then a little • ,;. 
louder, that .. gave :·r.ise Jto :·-l ·ighthearted-, remarks . .-·ab.out gho.sts i.and 
such.· ·After. a ·few imin,ut.es., ,. ijenry stretched,, .yawned,, ,and, asked, to_. 
be excused so he could retire. When the , vi.s.:i tors .. ha'd• -gone, "Henry · 
sighed. He was alone again with the noise--the sound of something 
dragging . alon_g, tbe f lo.or, joi$ts .. ,b~nea.th his .!f ,eet. _ . ~ ,,.. .. ,. · "'• 

Henry ·_stiffen.ed, .. ~reached .for ·.a la-ntern, ·,a.pproaehed the. ·trap .. 
do0r., :and ·grabbed i ,.ts. ir.on ring ..• -He peered 'into-. the ;blackness, ... , 
then lower.ea the lantern and himsel.f-.into !,the co.ld _,_cellar •. i.There . -
was -a .;rust.J.ing, .in ·,t -he ·corner •.. : A.:·J:,igu:re, .cringing in .terr.or, . , . .-, .,,., .. f. 
wailed, As M-em:::y ,lifted his :lantern,: .. the ,light fel:1 1.µpon a .fac:e ,·,} 
horr-:Ll:>ly· .. .anim_ated,: its., twisted, ;f,eatures , s.:narling one,. moment,. :, ··.· -~:, 
weepi,ng the · .. ne.xt. ,The, ·blanch_ed., . .wi.ld":'.eyed ··visage ~was filled w-ith.,. 
to-rment .-: This -was :· ,the vfac·e".'.~Of.- Henry's . .wife •. , . ·. , • .. _ .. , 

Henry could not .recall,:.the duration o-f ._· her madness. ,nor. th.e ·- , · 
endless procession of days and months he had descended the cellar 
st.ai:rs A:.o: fee:d, and .,care.- ,for -.b~r,. - All the. hout:·S ._of-.,his, :life had by 
now-, bl.ende.ct into ,one.~,sol:itary. no.ur . of.- despair •.. These were the , ..... 
visions .. tl'>:at ·.·$t;aU~.ed ·him day: and •night • . ,, . •. , _,; __ , . .. ·. , ,. . . . . 

A fe~ -days; later, .. Ma:r:qh ,2,3 ,: i1-1s,, ,Henry :addre.ss,ed- ,.the . , __ . t ,_ .. 
Asse,mbly. _at .s:t:;.,~_ .• John'-$ Chu:r:icn •. ~hese :we.re "his, wor.ds :; · . . . , .. ,, -,; ;, 

Shall we try argument? ••• Shall we .resort-, to :,entreaty, i : . , 
••• What terms shall we find which have not already been 
exhausted,?,, . .-.", • . . We. have petitioned:, .we· hav:.e ,r,emonstr-a.ted, 

·; : . . W-EL:h~v..e . suppLicateq, • -~~- · • , we have ,·be.en spurned -in· •/ ; ; ,, , _ ., , ·; · , 
contempt. • • • There is no longer any room for-. -hope .• , .· ,. ,. " 
l;$ li.f~ s .Q,,dear ,pr . pe~ce, .. so-- $Weet as to. ,be ,pqrch.as.ed: ;:at. the 

------ ---- ----- ---- - -- -------
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price of chains? .•. Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not 
what course others may take, but as for me, give me liberty, 
or give me death. 

Thus lived and thus spoke Patrick Henry. 

America is a land of hope and promise, but only for those 
who resolve to use freedom responsibly--for those who resolve to 
strive and work and let freedom ring for every individual willing 
to give it his or her best effort. 

Hear me out. There is no future in trying to cash in on our 
weaknesses and excuse ourselves from the responsibility of living 
heroically the only life each of us is ever going to have. 

(parts of the service requested copied by 
some in the congregation; typed from Lester's 
notes by Ann Rogers) 
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